Graft-versus-host disease in lymphoblastic lymphoma following blood transfusions.
The case of a 20-year-old man with lymphoblastic lymphoma in leukemic phase succumbing to acute graft-versus-host disease (GVHD) following intensive chemotherapy and blood transfusions is described. Such a documented association has rarely been reported in the literature. The issue of irradiating blood components prior to transfusion in patients with suspected cell-mediated immunodeficiency receiving intensive chemotherapy is raised and discussed.